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Introduction  
Hop is harvested at a time when reaching the highest brewing value (technical ripeness, not the 

physiological ripeness). Each variety has its specific genetically fixed optimal picking time which 

varies depending on weather conditions, location and pruning time  The harvest time is crucial to 

alpha acid content, yield and aroma (aroma intensity, oil content and composition) as well as to 

the outward appearance and quality (color, shine, pest and disease infestation, shattering). In 

addition, the vigor and vitality of the plant in the next season is affected. 

Results from trials 

concerning the harvest time 

 trials over 3 – 4 years

 (climate conditions, health, 

  vitality)  

 5 – 8 harvest dates 

 (2 dates / week) in 4 replica-

 tions with 20 bines each 

 information on yield, -acids,

 aroma, outward quality and 

 deficiencies 

  economic interest 

Studies on the Biogenesis  
Single bines of the most important hop cultivars are harvested from 10 different commercial hop 

yards and from the Huell breeding yard each week starting in the mid of August till the end of 

September. Cone samples are chemically analyzed and data on cone compounds, aroma, yield 

and dry substance are monitored and assessed.  

            Results from Biogenesis 2016 – Cv. Herkules 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Improved 

Recommendations 
Based on the results conerning 

the alpha acid content and dry 

substance content the optimal 

harvest period  of each cultivar 

is adapted each year to the 

specific weather conditions. 

Recommendations concerning 

the best time of picking are 

forwarded to growers, hop 

traders and brewers weekly. 

  

Picking time of the most important cultivars 

   optimal period for harvest          harvest period with limitations  

  

A u g u s t S e p t e m b e r 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Hall. Mfr.                                                                         

Spalter                                                                         

North. Brewer                                                                         

Tettnanger                                                                         

Hall. Tradition                                                                         

Opal                                                                         

Saphir                                                                         

Perle                                                                         

Spalter Select                                                                         

Hall. Magnum                                                                         

Smaragd                                                                         

Hersbrucker                                                                         

Hall.Taurus                                                                          

Callista                                                                         

Hall. Blanc                                                                         

Cascade                                                                         

Polaris                                                                         

Huell Melon                                                                         

Herkules                                                                         

Ariana                                                                         

Nugget                                                                         

Mandarina  Bav                                                                         

16 Aug. 30 Aug. 06 Sept. 13 Sept. 20 Sept. 

a
lp

h
a
 a

c
id

s
 i
n

 %
 

d
ry

 s
u

b
s
ta

n
c
e

  
in

 %
 alpha dry substance 

16 Aug. 23 Aug. 30 Aug. 06 Sept. 13 Sept. 20 Sept. 27 Sept. 

www.LfL.bayern.de/ipz/hopfen/ 

Bavarian State Research Center for Agriculture 

Institute for Crop Science and Plant Breeding 

Hop Research Center Hüll  


